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The Beginning of Education

Regarding the farmer Ineracy loorming o souhernors
especially people in Nakhon Si Thammarat province
there is no other evidence than the first baich of stone
inscriptions including the Hup Khoo Chongkhoi stone
inscripion discovered in Chulabhom disrict. These inscrip-
tons beor leters originating from Indic and con be
consdered as marking the stort of the education of Nakhon
Si Thommarat people. It is ossumed that education during
that ime wos not widespreod becouse Indian people who
ware he notive speckers would teach only of will. Besides,
most of the inscriptions bear socred symbols that common
people should not learn, Sometimes, ordinary people
who touched them were even cursed.

It is bebeved that Nakhon Si Thommarat people ink
holly depended on verbal role. Only when they occepied
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However, education was stll ovailable for o imited group
of people later when the Khom civilization orrived,

Nokhoa Si Th pled the Khom languog
When King Ramkhamhoeng the Great invented the Thai
scripl, it ws.widely tooght- The Khom scripl was laler -
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The Beginning of Education

Regarding the former literacy learning of southerners,
especially people in Nakhon Si Thammarat province, there is no
other evidence than the first batch of stone inscriptions including
the Hup Khao Chongkoi stone inscription discovered in
Chulabhon district. These inscriptions bear letters originating
from India and can be considered as making the start of the
education of Nakhon Si Thammarat people. It is assumed that
education during that time was not widespread because Indian
people who were the native speakers would teach only at will.
Beside, most of the inscriptions bear sacred symbols that
common people should not learn. Sometimes, ordinary people
who touched them were even cursed.

It is belief that Nakhon Si Thammarat people initially
depended on verbal rote. Only when they accepted Bali and
Sanskrit languages, they started to have letters. However,
education was still available for a limited group of people. Later
when the Khmer civilization arrived, Nakhon Si Thammarat
accepted the Khmer language. When King Ramkhamhaeng the
Great invented the Thai script, it was widely taught. The Khmer
script was later used for the teaching of Buddhist scriptures,

stories of former incarnations of the Lord Buddha and other

sciences.
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The Province of Intellects
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The Province of Intellects

Regarding the education of Nakhon Si Thammarat
peoplein former times, parents usually brought their children to
local intellects, most of whom were Buddhist monks. Formerly
Buddhist monks played important roles in guiding local people.
Buddhist monks learnt Buddhist disciplines,

Tripitaka (a Buddhist canon), astrology, basic
meditations,and traditional medicine. Therefore, Buddhist monks
wereconsidered as knowledgeable and recognized as great and
teachers for ordinary people.

There is evidence to show that Buddhist monks of
NakhonSi Thammarat province were diligent learners and
intellects.The first stone inscription under the reign of King
Ramkhamheang of the Sukhothai Kingdom describes that all
seniorBuddhist monks who completed study on Tripikata came

fromNakhon Si Thammarat.
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The People Who Love to Learn
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The People Who Love to Learn

The first school in Nakhon Si Thammarat was
founded in1891 by Phra Ratanathat Munee (Muang). It was
developed inthe compound of the monk's temple. Subjects taught
at theschool were elementary Thai and the production of niello. It
was initially a private school. In 1899, King CHulalongkorn
appointed Phra Ratanathat Munee (Muang) as the educational
director of the South. Consequently the school enjoyed the public
school status and was named Sukhumapibal School. (In 1917 it
was renamed Benchama Rachuthit.) It is the first public school of
the South. In 1901, an American missionary established the
American School for Boys (which is now Srithammaratsuksa
School).

When the Primary School Act took effect, Nakhon Si
Thammarat declared all its areas to be subject to compulsory
education in line with the law. As public school alone cannot
meet the learning demands of Nakhon Si Thammarat people,

various kinds of school have been developed in this province.
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To Be an International Learning Center
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To Be an International Learning Center

Today there are various levels of educational
institutions in Nakhon Si Tham marat. This province has become
the educational center of the South, providing courses of all
professions. They serve both formal and informal education as
well as self- learning. Educational systems have been established
in many areas of the province. There are information technology
courses taught in several foreign language in many districts. This
province has the highest number of universities in the South.
They include Nakhon Si Thammarat Rajabhat University,
Walailak University Maha Chula longkorn Rajavidyalaya
University, Mahamakut Buddhist University, Ramkhamheang
University, Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University and
Rajamangala University of Technology Srivijaya. There are also
have self-learning facilities including libraries, archives, state
and private run museum, public and private schools and the City
Learning Park. It can be stated that Nakhon Si Thammarat is a

truly learning provinces.



